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„5 
are in ſome inſtances guilty of committing 
this crime wilfully and habituali x. 

Now it would be uncharitable to ſup- 
poſe that theſe men do not deſerve the good 
name they have acquired; that they have 
deceived the world, and notwithſtanding 
appearances, are ready to A& a diſhoneſt 
part whenever they can do it without pre- 
judicing that character which it is their 
intereſt to Tupp oh. --- 

AnD therefore I ſhall take it for granted, 
that their miſcondu& in theſe caſes is 
wing te the want of due attention to the 
nature of their actions; from whence it 
Happens that they break the law without 
being conſcious of their guilt ; and 1 ſhall 
in this diſcourſe addreſs myſelf to certain 
perſons, who appear to me to be faulty in 
this way, in order to diſſuade them from a 
practice which they, thongh otherwiſe truly 

reſpectable, are too plainly chargeable with. 
PFigsr I would offer ſome general obſer- 
vations relating to the ſubjedtt. 

Laws àgainſt ſtealing muſt cet 
an exeluſive right of pro perty: for were all 
85 Common no one e 550 109 d 


an thing from another. 
Or 


( * . 

Os the methods of acquiring pro erty 
fork are founded on the laws ef nature, 
others on the laws'df civil ſociety: and it 
is obſervable that Wally rights of property 
which are commoitly ſuppoſed to be of =_ 
former kind are really of the latter. 

Tnus for inſtanee it may ſeem to thok 
wh have not much conſidered the point, 
that pes le have naturally a right of dif. 
pofing of their poſſeſſions by will. And 
yet it is generally allowed by Writers an this 
ſubject, that this right i is founded on Poli- 
tical principles. In the early ages men had 
probably no idea of it. Afterwards; when 
the intereſts of civil ſociety were well un- 
defſtood, it was feen that this right would 
on many accounts be of ſervice to the ſtate. 
But ſtill it was fubje& to the control of 
the civil power: and accordingly it appears 
in a different form in different ſtates; and 
has from time to time been regulated and 
limited as the og of the benennen, ſcem- 
Ed to require. e or 2 95 0 aer JT 
| Tas fame thing” may be obſerved con- 
cerning many other unqueſtionabie rights 
of property: Though they may appear to 
be founded in nature, yet they are in truth 

Ine 010 09 "HR > derived 


| derived from the appointments of the 5 _ 
magiſtrate. 
Bur if the ſtate hath authority. to nde 
and regulate rights of property, it is reaſon- 
able that it ſhould ſometimes exert this au 
thority for the purpoſe of its own ſupport. 
Its wants muſt be ſupplied; otherwiſe it 
will be diſſolved, and anarchy and confu- 
ſion be the dreadful conſequentes. If there- 
fore its preſent poſſeſſions. be inſufficient, 
new property muſt be acquired. T his has 
been the caſe of the ſtate to which we be- 
long. Formerly it had many ſources of 
ſupply which no longer exiſt; , The crown 
was in poſſeſſion of demeſne lands produc- 
ing a very large revenue: But theſe are no ) 
almoſt intirely alienated. Great ſums were 
fraaiſed by fines impoſed in courts of judica- 
ture, by forfeitures of various kinds, reliefs, 
wardſhips, and ſeveral other means. But 
theſe ſupports have either wholly. or to a 
great degree fallen into. diſuſe, whilſt. the 
neceſſary expences of government have very 
much . increaſed. And thergfore it is fit 
that the ſtate ſhould provide for itſelf freſh 
| ſupplies of a kind ſuitable to its conſtitu- 
tion, and adequate to its occaſions. Aę- 
cordin gly 


1 +: mY . 
cordingly the ſupremie power has f 
time tò time e ſuch laws as ſeeitied 
| beſt adapted to this purpdſez/ and th ſtate 
has acquired a ſtrict rigiit of property in 
the particulars by theſe laws aſſigned to its 
uſe, founded upon the ſame principles and 
authority with many other rights which 
are umverſally acknowledged and acquieſced 
in: And ãt is as neceſſary to exert this tight, 
and as far as may be, to preſerve 1 it from 
viglation as the right to any private pro- 
perty-whatever. -'The very exiſtence of the 
ſtate. depends upon it. And every one fees 
khat if that were diſſolved, the ruin of *pri- 
vate property would ſoon follow: 
Now Namongſt the methods made uſe of 
by government to ſupplies neceſſary 
for its various purpoſes, one is that of im- 
poſing duties on ee articles of con- 
ſumption. And this being done, the ſum 
which is or ought to be payed for each of 
theſe articles may be conceived to conſiſt 
of two parts, of ; which one belongs to the 
poſſeſſor of the article; am the other to * 
Tate." | 517-363 tri 363 
: SUPPOSE then frſt chat kan Gu y vi 
| lence or fraud takes away an article of this 
this: kind 


(18 43 
kind from. the paſſeſſor without paying 
any part af, its value. In this caſe euery 
ant allows that the commandment of the 
text has been tranſgreſſed, and is ready 
enough te _ or man who hike: _ mn y 
a thief. 5G St 

Bur let Wk imagine adi that fomninch 
of the price as is private property is paid, 
 whilſt-that part of it which cows ah fo the 

Kate i is with=held. 
Is the purchaſer in this caſe inch Kron 
foo the crime of ſtealing! D If I take away 
the right of one of the joint proprietors, 
Witheut making proper ſatis faction, may 1 
ſtill be lagked upon as an honeſt man, be- 
eauſe I have not taken away that of the 
other too? The material — between 
the two caſes is this, namely, that in the firft 
there is a theft: committed upon the two 
Parties, in the ſecond upon one only. The 
offender does not ſteal ſo much in the lat 
ter caſe as in the former; but ſtili he is 
guilty of ſtealing, and is therefore a erimi- 
nalin the idea of the ſtate, and a finner in 
the ſight of God. 

Tuus far it has been ſuppoſed that the 
offender bas been immediately concerned 

with 


62) 

wich tlie ſtate, and ought: to "Ig ſatisfied 
its lawful demands e from thoſe of 
tl: poſſeſſor. I Df. IOC FEM Ie. SIHIRO 
Bur the. crime will 201 be materially 
altered in its nature if it be committed b 
tke intervention of, and in conjunction with. 
another; and we may ROY: 6 5 
caſe to be thus: {SEL 14, 9211003 
Tur an of the tegillatuce-ib'chat | 
FM ſhall pay the whole price of the article» 
liſting: of the ſum due to the poſſeſſor, 
amd that due to the ſtate. But that the 
buſineſs may be more readily trahſacted, 
it is ordered that the latter Toy ſhall be 


paid by the , poſieffor, 
come ſole ptoprietor befor he ciſpols of 
the artiele. ITC K 44855 


Is nov che poſſeſſob Sag in e 
of this appointment, diſpoſe of the article 
without diſcharging the debt due to the 
ſtate; and if in conſequenee of this fraud; 
you: receive it from him, paying only ene 
part of its price; in this caſe the ſtate is 
robbed; the ſum it is robbed of remams 
with you and therefore: (whether yu are 
called a thief or a receiver of ſtolen goods, 
1 it matters not you' are to all mtents; and 
b pur- 


I 
purpoſe guilty of ſtealing. But in th 
l atter:caſc there is an aggravation of the 
nc which ought, to be very ſeriouſly 

attended to- Thus you encourage. others 
in their wiekedneſs; you combine with 
ignorant or abandoned men with a view 
of cheating the ſtate; you tempt them to 
continue in a courſe which leads ſometimes 
to robberies of Saher kinds, Bing Sees 
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even to murder. i t. oa} x 
Ca you . 3 7 confulk | 
conſider yourſelf. as an encourager of, nd 
a confederate with, ſuch wretches as theſe ?: 
Cx you hear of their | engagements; 
with the officers of bannen. frequently; 
attended with-cruelties,..blood-ſheding-and 
death, without ſhudering at the thought of 
your being concerned with the perpetrators 
of theſe horrid: facts, and in a conſiderable 
degree anſwerable to Ge for the nden 
which they occaſion: Uf. A His 
Bu let * nice, the- matter in ano- 
chin ed S263. 230d; 17 1 } 
as it ſupplies $9 ip eve 8 lde 
raiſed for the various exigences o of the Nate: 
If-:a-tax impoſed upon any article towards 


that purpoſe does not produce ſo much as 
it 
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it otherwiſe would have done, through the 
practices of ſmuglers and thoſe who deal 


with them, the deficiency muſt be made up 


by a charge upon ſome other article or ar- 
ticles. But thoſe individuals who are 
__ obliged to contribute (as every individual 
does, who on this account pays an extra- 
ordinary ſum for any article) towards the 
making up of this deficiency, may fairly 
be faid to be robbed of ſo much money by 
the perſons whoſe frauds have occaſioned 
it. And thus many an indigent and labo- 
rious man has caufe to complain, that the 
difficulty of ſupporting himſelf and family, 
is augmented by the diſingenuous behavi- 
our of his fellow ſubjects, who refuſe to 
contribute their proportional part towards 
the maintenance of that government under 
- which they live and are ſecure, whoſe vari- 
ous benefits they, however undeſerving of 
them, continually enjoy. 

Bor it is proper now to enquire from 
what cauſe or cauſes. it happens that the 
property of one of theſe parties is ſo much 
oftener violated than that of the other, and 
whence it is that ſome perſons are exact in 

_ diſcharging their debt to the poſſeſſor, and 
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yet do not ſeruple to deprive the ſtate of 


its due. 
Now the readieſt way of explaining this 


matter would be to fay, that the ſtate may 
in many inſtances, eaſily be deprived of its 


right with impunity. Nobody looks on 
whilſt its property is transferred, and takes 
good heed that it be not cheated. Whereas 
the other joint proprietor does himſelf 
tranſact his own buſineſs; and to ſteal from 
him might bring a man under the diſa- 


greeable neceſſity of ſuffering certain pains 


and penalties of the law): And where, it 
may be ſaid, is the wonder if the ſame per- 


ſon ventures to ſteal when there is but lit- 
tle danger of puniſhment, and is afraid of 


doing it when he ſees that it would probably 


be the occaſion of his being ſent to Goal? 


Axp ſhould it be allowed that this way 


of arguing is applicable to all caſes, no 
doubt it would cut the matter ſhort, and 
there would be no occaſion for making 
farther inquiry about it. But becauſe this 
account of the affair proceeds upon that 
uncharitable ſuppoſition above mentioned, 
namely, that every one who is guilty of 
this offence is a perſon of diſhoneſt princi- 


ples, 


„ 
ples, and ready to act conſiſtently with 
them, whenever he thinks it to be for his 
worldly intereſt to do ſo, therefore it muſt 
not be admitted. Nor is there any occaſion 
to have recourſe to it, becauſe the difficulty 
may be. got over in another and a better 
way; that is, by imputing theſe tranſgreſ- 
ſions, not ſo much to the wickedneſs, as 
the miſtakes of the tranſgreſſor. bs 
Tux property in theſe caſes taken away, 
is not that of a ſingle perſon but of a col- 
leftive body: Whence it happens that the 
perſons injured are not preciſely marked. 
The offender has to do with a kind of ima- 
ginary Being, of which he has but a very 
confuſed idea, and he is not conſcious of 
a wrong done to this or that individual. 

Tux ſtate may in the imagination of 
ſome be too opulent, as to be but little af- 
fected by its loſſes in this way; and the 
perſons of which it is compoſed being ſo 
many, the damage ſuſtained by each of 
them, may appear to be inconſiderable. 

Ir this crime be very commonly com- 
mitted 3 in any country, its inhabitants may 
not view it in the ſame light in which it is 
ſeen by thoſe who have obſerved fewer in- 

B 2 ſtances 


n 
ſtances of it. They have known patkans; 
even from their childhood, thoſe amongſt 
whom they live, very frequently guilty of 
it. They were never taught to hold it in 
deteſtation by their parents, who though 
ſufficiently careful to warn their children 
againſt every other ſpecies of theft, were 
yet ſo far from warning them againſt this, 
that they led the way to it by their )] 
bad example. Their ſpiritual Directors, 
though ſtudious to ſhew themſelves ap- 
proved unto God, workmen that need not 
be aſhamed, have yet been ſilent on this 
head; believing perhaps that the diſeaſe is 
too inveterate and confirmed to admit of a 
remedy, or fearing a miſapplication of the 
proverbial taunt, Phyſician heal thyſelf. 
Tus they were trained up in this prac- 
| tice: It became habitual to them before 
they could diſtinguiſh right from wrong ; 
they were never reproved for tie commiſ- 
ſion of it; and they are as inſenſible of 
the turpitude of it, as an inhabitant of 
Otaheite is, of that of ſtealing in'general. 
AFTER theſe particulars have been duly 
attended to, it will be poſſible to conceive, 


that even perſons of education, and in 
other 


„ 
other inſtances of probity, may ſometimes 
have deſcended to ſo baſe a traffick. : 
Bur here let us be careful to 

againſt miſtakes. We have indeed endea- 
voured to account for the frequency of 
tranſgreſſions of this kind, without ſuppo- 
poſing that every one who has been guilty 
of them, is a perſon of principles uniformly 
bad: But it is clear that what has been juſt 
now faid, is only an attempt to vindicate 
ſome of the offenders in this way from the 
| imputation of a general tendency to ſteal- 

ing: And this vindication is grounded upon 
a ſuppoſition, not that there has been no 

fault at all, but that it has been a fault of 
the head, not of the heart, 

To think that the ſtate is not materially 
affected by this illicit commerce, is miſtak- 
ing the matter very much. It is carried on 
more or leſs in almoſt every part of the 

land. In many of the counties border- 
ing on the ſea, it is, as to ſome articles, 
almoſt univerſal. 

Tren ſo far is the ſtate from being! in 
an opulent condition, that much ſagacity 
and contrivance is neceſſary to prevent 
its linking under the weight of its debts, 
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= Surely n not that you may fill prese in the 
rays of injuſtice, 8 inquiring le 
are, an woo er you Say: 


which God has given you, to free yourmind | — 
from prej jodice and evil habit; to examine 


with a critical exactneſs, eve part of . 4 5 


od yo hs 


behaviour,” and make it conformable to the- 3 


| rules of reaſon and religion. e 7 an = 


Ir AGiNE not,-I beſeech / you, that „ 
a ſub} et unworthy: of your attention: - 3 1 
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behoves you to conſider it ſeriouſſy and 5 = 3 
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